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Application form to use a TUSC description in the 2026 local elections
Election candidates who wish to appear on the ballot paper with a description other than just the word ‘Independent’ have to submit to the council returning officer, along with their nomination forms, a Certificate of Authorisation to use a Description, signed by the registered Nominating Officer of the party which holds the registration for the description they wish to use (or a person delegated to sign on the Nominating Officer’s behalf). 
We have produced the form below to process applications for candidates to use the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) name and emblem, or any of the other eight descriptions TUSC has registered with the Electoral Commission.
TUSC is a coalition which contests elections around an agreed core policy platform.  A local council core policies platform is agreed for each set of local elections, supplementing the TUSC platform agreed for general elections, with the latest versions of both to be found on the TUSC website at http://www.tusc.org.uk/policy.
Prospective candidates are required to endorse the core policies platform – for the 2026 elections, ‘Our Six Guarantees’ – but, with that provision, will be responsible for their own campaign.  Submitting this application form for a Certificate of Authorisation will be taken as indicating your agreement with the six guarantees. 
What happens to candidate applications?
Applications for a certificate are placed before the TUSC all-Britain Steering Committee, which reflects TUSC’s character as a coalition.  It includes official representatives of the trade unions and different socialist organisations currently participating in the coalition and elected representatives of TUSC individual members.  Other leading trade unionists, with their own constituency within their union but not officially representing it on the committee, sit in a personal capacity. The steering committee operates by consensus.
Once applications are approved by the steering committee the candidate’s name will be added to the list of prospective council candidates on the TUSC website.  The formal Certificate of Authorisation, however, will only be sent to the candidate’s election agent nearer to the start time of the official election period.
In the case of by-elections please try to submit your application as soon as possible given the often short deadlines set by councils to submit nominations.  If approved, the Certificate of Authorisation will immediately be sent to the agent named in the form unless we are otherwise notified.

Please e-mail the completed form to the TUSC National Nominating Officer Clive Heemskerk at cliveheemskerk@socialistparty.org.uk.  He can also be contacted for advice at this e-address or, during the day, on 020-8988-8773.

Certificate of Authorisation application form (councillor)
Application form to use a TUSC description in local council elections

Candidate’s details
Name: 
Address: 
Postcode: 
E-mail: 
Phone: 
Trade union (and position if any): 
Are you a member of a political party or group? (if so, which one): 
Council details
Name of the council in which you are contesting a seat: 
Name of the ward or division: 
Which party controls the council?: 
Which party holds the seat you are contesting?: 
How many seats are up for election in the ward/division you are contesting?: 
Election campaign details
Are there any emblematic examples of cuts, job losses and closures of council services that have taken place since 2010 which TUSC supporters and/or the prospective TUSC candidate campaigned against, including any cuts being proposed for the 2026-27 budget and what they are?  Or positive campaigns to support workers or improve local public services?  



Has the plan for a candidacy using a TUSC description in this ward been discussed with local Your Party supporters or registered community independent groups affiliated to Your Party?  
The TUSC steering committee will not authorise anyone to stand against official Your Party candidates who appear on the ballot paper under the Your Party name. 



If the Green Party candidate in this ward has spoken publicly against austerity, have they signed the trade union petition to Zack Polanski? 
A paper version to approach them with is available at https://www.tusc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/ZP-petition-PDF.pdf.  It can also be signed online at https://c.org/r55nStyRBm


Registered party name on ballot paper
The TUSC steering committee is recommending that candidates in England appear on the ballot paper under the registered TUSC name – Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition – but using Emblem Number Three, TUSC Against Cuts.  If however you wish to use one of the other TUSC registered descriptions instead, please state which one: 
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Election Agent details 
PLEASE COMPLETE – as all these details are needed in order for us to send out the formal Certificate of Authorisation. 
Name of your election agent: 
Your Agent’s address: 
Postcode: 
E-mail: 
Phone: 

By-election specific – if your application is for a by-election please complete
The official nomination deadline: 
Date of election: 

Any other information?
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