[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]A Convention to Organise a Working Class Challenge at the General Election, Saturday 3rd February 2024
Co-hosted by the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition, with the Socialist Party, System Change (formerly Resist), the Campaign for a Mass Workers Party, TUSC Independent Socialists, and Socialist Students.
Pre-Convention Questionnaire
Participation in the Convention to Organise a Working Class Challenge at the General Election presumes agreement at least on the premise that a challenge to Sir Keir Starmer’s new New Labour party is a legitimate goal to organise towards.  
The hope, however, is to reach further agreement at the 3rd February gathering on the scale and character of the challenge, including of course whether a common challenge is feasible or desirable.  
To help progress the discussion this pre-Convention Questionnaire has been prepared based on the six propositions that have been tabled for debate at the Convention.  
The propositions allow for a binary Agree or Disagree answer – but there is also the opportunity to suggest amendments or alternative proposals to those made, which could then be moved and discussed at the Convention under the relevant agenda heading.
Please send your Questionnaire reply, including any amendments to the propositions or alternative proposals, to cliveheemskerk@socialistparty.org.uk by Friday 26th January, for them to be included in the Convention paperwork. ■
The ‘fair media coverage’ target 
Proposition One: A joint election challenge should attempt to contest enough seats (98 candidates appearing on the ballot paper with a common name or variants of it) to reach the broadcasting authorities ‘fair media coverage’ threshold. 
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 




Attitude to left-wing Labour candidates 
Proposition Two: The joint election challenge will not in general seek to contest seats against left-wing Labour candidates or left MPs or ex-MPs standing as independents.
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 




A common name, or variants of it, on the ballot paper 
Proposition Three: Candidates in the joint election challenge striving to reach the ‘fair media coverage’ threshold should appear on the ballot paper using the TUSC name or one of its registered variants, including joint descriptions.  
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 




Minimum policies for candidates to support 
Proposition Four: The TUSC draft core policies platform for the general election (at https://www.tusc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/TUSC-draft-GE-platform-for-2024.pdf) shall be the minimum set of policies that candidates need to support to be part of the joint election challenge.
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 




The right to campaign independently 
Proposition Five: Individual candidates and organisations participating in the joint election challenge shall retain at all times responsibility for their own campaigns, including the right to promote their own organisation and policies that go beyond the core platform.
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 




Decision-making going forward
Proposition Six: The Convention Arrangements Committee shall continue as the General Election Co-ordination Committee, with places guaranteed for organisations which subsequently wish to join the joint election challenge.  On matters that require decisions to be collectively made by the joint election challenge, decision-making shall be done on a consensus basis.  
	Agree
	
	Disagree
	

	Amendment to the proposition or an alternative proposal? 







