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Application form to be a TUSC candidate in local council elections
Election candidates who wish to appear on the ballot paper on behalf of a registered party have to submit to the returning officer, along with their nomination forms, a Certificate of Authorisation to use a Party Description, signed by the registered Nominating Officer of the party (or a person delegated to sign on the Nominating Officer’s behalf). 

We have produced the form below to process applications for candidates to use the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition name and emblem, or any of the variants of it registered with the Electoral Commission, in the local council elections taking place in May 2016.  It can also be used for candidates who wish to contest council by-elections.
TUSC is a coalition which contests elections around an agreed core policy platform.  A local council core policies platform has been agreed for local elections, supplementing the TUSC platform agreed for the 2015 general election, and can be found on the TUSC website at http://www.tusc.org.uk/policy 
Prospective candidates are asked to endorse the core policies platform but, with that provision, will be responsible for their own campaign.  
Submitting an application for a Certificate of Authorisation will be taken as indicating your agreement with the TUSC election platform.  These include the key policy points of the RMT – public ownership of the rail network; defence of UK seafarers jobs; opposition to the London Underground PPP; and repeal of anti-union legislation – support of which are necessary to qualify for backing from the union.
What happens to candidate applications?

Applications for a certificate are placed before the TUSC national steering committee, which reflects TUSC’s character as a coalition.  It includes official representatives of the RMT transport workers' union, and other leading trade unionists sitting in a personal capacity.  The Socialist Party and the Socialist Workers Party also have committee places.  The steering committee operates by consensus.

Once applications are approved by the steering committee your name will be added to the list of prospective council candidates on the TUSC website.  The formal Certificate of Authorisation, however, will only be sent to your election agent nearer to the start time of the official election period in March.
Please e-mail the completed form to the TUSC National Nominating Officer Clive Heemskerk at cliveheemskerk@socialistparty.org.uk.  He can also be contacted for advice at this e-address or, during the day, on 020-8988-8773.

Certificate of Authorisation application form (councillor)
Application form to be a TUSC candidate in local council elections
Candidate’s details
Name: 
Address: 
Postcode: 
E-mail: 
Phone: 

Trade union (and position if any): 
Are you a member of a political party or group? (if so, which one): 
Council details

Name of the council in which you are contesting a seat: 
Name of the ward: 
Which party controls the council?: 

Which party holds the seat you are contesting?:
Election campaign details

What is/are the name(s) of the candidate(s) selected to stand for Labour in the ward and what public position did they take, if any, in last summer’s leadership contest between Jeremy Corbyn and Owen Smith?

Has your candidature been agreed by the local TUSC group and/or with the local TUSC constituent organisations?: 
Before deciding to contest the seat did local TUSC supporters discuss the possibilities of joint action against austerity with the Labour candidate?  (See the model letter to Labour councillors on the TUSC website at http://www.tusc.org.uk/txt/389.pdf). 
What are the main outlines of the council Labour Group’s 2017-18 budget proposals?  Specifically we would like to know if there are cuts being made and what they are.
Registered party name on ballot paper
The TUSC national steering committee is recommending that candidates appear on the ballot paper under the registered TUSC name, Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition, or the Scottish or Welsh variants (but using Emblem Number Three, TUSC Against Cuts).  
If however you wish to use one of the other TUSC registered descriptions instead, please state which one: 
Election Agent details

Name of your election agent: 

Your Agent’s address: 

Postcode: 

E-mail:
Phone: 

Any other information?
