Petition to the Electoral Commission

Don’t give taxpayers’ money to
UKIP and Tory EU campaigners!

We the undersigned call on the Electoral Commission
not to give taxpayers’ money and other public resources
to either the Vote Leave or Leave.EU campaigns, or any
amalgam of them, in the forthcoming EU referendum.

There are millions of trade unionists, young people,
anti-austerity campaigners and working class voters
generally, whose opposition to the big business-domi-
nated EU would not be represented in the referendum
by these organisations.

The Electoral Commission has the power to choose
who shall be the ‘official’ Remain and Exit campaigns in
the referendum. These organisations will then receive
substantial public funding, free postage for leaflets, the
use of rooms free of charge, and TV and radio time for

referendum broadcasts — potentially millions of pounds
of public resources.

But the Electoral Commission does not have to choose
an official campaign if there is not one organisation that
adequately represents those supporting a particular out-
come to the referendum.

We condemn the mainstream media for promoting
UKIP, Tory and other pro-austerity and racist estab-
lishment politicians and organisations as the only exit
voices. We call on the Electoral Commission not to fol-
low their lead and instead recognise that a significant
proportion of those who will vote against the EU support
basic socialist policies of workers’ rights, public owner-
ship, and opposition to austerity and racism.
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AGAINST
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All names appear in a personal capacity:

Dave Nellist ex-Labour MP (1983-1992); Janice Godrich Presi-
dent PCS civil servants union; Sean Hoyle President RMT trans-
port workers union; John Mclnally National Vice-President PCS;
Peter Pinkney RMT President 2013-2015; Paul McDonnell RMT
National Executive Committee (NEC); John Reid RMT NEC;
Dave Auger UNISON public sector workers union NEC; Roger
Bannister UNISON NEC; Hugo Pierre UNISON NEC; Karen Re-
issman UNISON NEC; Polly Smith UNISON NEC; Pete Glover
National Union of Teachers (NUT) NEC; Jane Nellist NUT NEC;
Stefan Simms NUT NEC; Elenor Haven PCS NEC; Marianne
Owens PCS NEC; Paul Williams PCS NEC; Carlo Morelli Uni-
versity and College Union (UCU) NEC; Sean Wallis UCU NEC;
Saira Weiner UCU NEC; Mike Forster UNISON Local Govern-
ment Service Group Executive (SGE); Huw Williams UNISON
Local Government SGE; Gary Freeman UNISON Health SGE
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