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Austerity is effecting every part of 
our lives. From pensions to tui-
tion fees; the bedroom tax and 

wages squeezed; our NHS and librar-
ies.  People are fed up and wanting to 
fight back – but not the establishment 
party politicians!
Every council in England responsi-

ble for social care, for example, has 
reduced the amount it spends on 
elderly people since 2010. Nearly 200 
Sure Start children’s centres have been 
closed.  Four out of five councils have 
cut library services. Not a single council 
– Tory, Lib Dem and Labour alike – has 
said no to the Con-Dems cuts.
It doesn’t have to be like this. The 

money is there – just half of the £13 

Labour could defend our services by 
pledging to restore cuts – but they don’t. 
Labour could say, for example, that 
there will be no evictions for bedroom 
tax arrears in the councils they run – but 
they won’t. Instead in every council they 
control they implement the cuts.
TUSC is different, standing for the mil-

lions not the millionaires. It’s backed by 
Bob Crow’s RMT transport union, fire-
fighters, teachers, civil servants and other 
trade unionists, community campaign-
ers and socialists. The choice between 
TUSC candidates and the establishment 
politicians couldn’t be clearer.  That’s 
why voting for TUSC is the most power-
ful message you could send – we won’t 
pay for the bankers’ crisis!

billion the Office for National Statis-
tics recorded as being paid out in city 
bonuses in 2011-12, for example, 
would have been more than enough to 
avoid all the cuts to local jobs and ser-
vices made that year. 
Councillors have a choice. They don’t 

have to vote for cuts. If even a handful 
of councils defied the Con-Dems and 
refused to implement the cuts the gov-
ernment could be made to back down 
and fund local services properly. 
But that needs working class fight-

ers as councillors, not career politi-
cians.  That’s why the Trade Union-
ist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) is 
standing candidates across the coun-
try in council elections.

PROTEST at the Tories, Lib 
Dems, and Labour too!



Vote for councillors who will 
stand up to the Con-Dems!

LOCAL COUNCIL services are at the 
sharp end of the Con-Dems’ systematic 
dismantling of the welfare state.  
Councils have experienced one of the 

biggest cuts of any area of government 
spending which will see, by 2015-16, 
a one-third fall in funding compared to 
2009-10. On the other hand, councils 
are being given new responsibilities, for 

example, for public health, social fund 
‘crisis payments’, and council tax bene-
fit levels – all with reduced funding.
It is not true however, as Labour 

claims, that councils have ‘no option’ 
but to implement the Con-Dems’ cuts. 
Councillors have a choice – and can 
be pushed to take a different course. 
Even one TUSC councillor in each local 

authority taking a stand, using their posi-
tion in the council chamber to appeal to 
those outside, would make a difference, 
showing what could be done.
If we carry on voting for the same 

old parties, we’ll get the same old 
policies.  But if you want to shake up 
the establishment politicians you can 
vote for TUSC.

“The Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition does what it says on the tin 

– without any of the baggage and big-
business agenda of the main political 

parties. Who else you gonna vote for?”
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All TUSC councillors will
Oppose all cuts to council jobs, services, pay and 
conditions – we reject the claim that ‘some cuts’ are 
necessary to our services.
Support all workers’ struggles against the cuts,  
privatisation and the government’s policy of making 
ordinary people pay for the crisis caused by the  
bankers and the bosses.
Reject increases in council tax, rent and service 
charges to compensate for government cuts.
Defend the national collective bargaining  
arrangements for council workers.
Vote against the privatisation of council jobs and  
services, or the transfer of council services to ‘social 
enterprises’ or ‘arms-length’ management  
organisations, which are first steps to privatisation.
Oppose racism and fascism and stand up for  
equality for all. 
Use all the powers available to councils – to block cuts 

to local NHS services, initiate referenda and organise 
public commissions and consultations – to oppose both 
the cuts and government polices which centrally impose 
the transfer of public services to private bodies.
Campaign for the introduction of a Living Wage 
above and beyond the minimum wage for all council 
employees and those working for council contractors.
When faced with government cuts to council funding, 
councils should refuse to implement the cuts.  We 
will support councils which in the first instance use 
their reserves and borrowing powers to avoid passing 
them on – while arguing that the best way to mobilise 
the mass campaign that is necessary to defeat the 
cuts is to set a budget that meets the needs of the 
local community and demands that the government 
makes up the shortfall.
Support action against climate change and for a 
future where sustainability comes before profit.

•

Bob Crow, leader of the RMT 
transport workers’ union

We won’t pay for their crisis!
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