Welcome to the Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition Bulletin No1. 11 November 2010

TUSC aims to bring trade unionists, socialists and anti-cuts campaigners together to stand candidates at elections who are committed to representing working-class interests. Resistance to the cuts is vital, but we also need a political alternative to the policies of cuts and privatisation. TUSC believes that a new working-class party is needed that campaigns for a democratic socialist society run in the interests of the millions not the millionaires. TUSC first stood candidates in the 2010 General Election and is planning to stand candidates in next year’s local elections. 

You can find out more about TUSC at: http://www.tusc.org.uk/index.php
· If you would like to subscribe to this bulletin then please e-mail TUSCbulletin@yahoo.co.uk Write ‘subscribe’ in the subject box.
· Please forward this bulletin to others and encourage them to subscribe.

TUSC Campaign for 2011 local elections
Get ready for the 2011 local elections on May 5th 2011 – more than 30 million go to the polls.

The local council elections in May 2011 will be the first opportunity voters will have to register public opposition at the ballot box to the Con-Dem government’s unparalleled attack on our public services. The elections are an opportunity to elect councillors who can actually stop many of the cuts from being implemented locally and to strengthen TUSC as a national political voice.

We have to start planning now. The 2011 elections will give TUSC supporters the chance to campaign for a real left alternative for working-class people to vote for.

Councils still have enormous powers and responsibilities, controlling multi-million pound budgets, spent on services from housing to schools, youth clubs, libraries, adult social care, sports centres, and refuse collection, to name but a few. What councillors do affects the quality of our daily lives.  
A draft programme for the local election campaign has been drawn up. The key points of the TUSC draft programme are:

All TUSC councillors will:

· Oppose all cuts to council jobs and services – we reject the claim that ‘some cuts’ are necessary to our services.

· Reject above inflation increases in council tax, rent and service charges to compensate for government cuts.

· Vote against the privatisation of council services, or the transfer of council services to ‘social enterprises’ or ‘arms-length’ management organisations, which are first steps to privatisation.

The detail of what local elections are taking place in your area can be found here:
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk/elections/upcoming-elections-and-referendums/england/local-government-elections
Interested in standing as a TUSC candidate in England or Wales?  Then get in touch 

If you agree with the aims of TUSC and want to get involved in the local election campaigns in England or Wales, either as a candidate or to support others who might want to stand, then please get in touch with Clive Heemskirk: CliveHeemskerk@socialistparty.org.uk
TUSC election campaign in Scotland:  

The RMT recently hosted a meeting of 90 people that agreed to launch a challenge in the 2011 Scottish parliament elections. For more details e-mail graememciver@btinternet.com or call 07738 615 562.
TUSC News

The TUSC Steering Committee 

It meets monthly and at the last meeting on 14 October 2010 it agreed a draft programme for TUSC’s local election campaign next May. This will be debated at a special conference for all TUSC supporters to be held early in 2011. At the moment we are looking a couple of dates in January/February and will announce the date and venue soon. We are inviting all those individuals, local and national groups which support TUSC and want to stand candidates to come to the conference to plan the election campaigns.

We also agreed to set up a team to deal with organisational matters such as a web site, leaflets, press releases, intervening in national events etc and launch a regular e-bulletin for members/supporters. It was agreed that Nick Wrack and Will McMahon should work on this. 
Your skills are needed. If you know about web development or web based information systems, leaflet design, can edit copy, help with media work or can help TUSC with its presence at national events then please get in touch with Nick Wrack at nickwrack@tooks.co.uk or Will McMahon at wsmcmahon@yahoo.co.uk
From the unions

RMT and TSSA take strike action to protect passenger safety and defend jobs on the underground

Members of RMT and sister union TSSA walked out for their third 24-hour strike on November 2 and 3 over plans to axe 800 jobs and other cuts that will compromise safety on London Underground.  Watch the joint RMT TSSA press conference here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1M0IivvmALY. The joint press release can be read here on the TSSA website. http://www.tssa.org.uk/article-101.php3?id_article=6325 and if you use the underground in London why not complete the TSSA survey into passengers' perception of tube staffing levels ?

NUJ staff take industrial action at the BBC to defend pensions rights

BBC NUJ members took part in very effective strike action on Friday 5 and Saturday 6  November to stop the BBC pensions robbery. The BBC have proposed ripping up the current pension arrangements and replacing them with a pension scheme that will see staff paying more in contributions and working longer and getting less in retirement. As a result, NUJ members have no choice but to defend their financial futures by taking strike action. The BBC management have been spreading some myths about the dispute that are effectively dispelled here: http://www.nuj.org.uk/innerPagenuj.html?docid=1799 . You can see NUJ General Secretary Jeremy Dear putting the NUJ point of view here http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_IjdSoEShL0.

Miss ‘Thought for the Day’? No, we didn’t either.

Firefighters in the front line - National Rally and Lobby, Central Hall, Westminster Wednesday 17 November 2010
The Fire and Rescue Service faces the most serious attacks in living memory with proposed cuts decimating services and hugely increasing risks to firefighters and the public – highlighted by the recent London dispute. Firefighters also face a further series of attacks on pay, pensions, jobs and conditions of service. The FBU will be going to Westminster on 17 November to tell MPs that the service needs investment not cuts. Get to the lobby to support them and lobby your MP. More details can be found here: http://www.fbu.org.uk/newspress/publications/pdf/our_frs_under_attack_bulletin3.pdf
Trade Union Co-ordination Group

The Trade Union Co-ordinating Group (TUCG) brings together nine national unions not affiliated to the Labour Party (BFAWU, FBU, NAPO, NUJ, PCS, POA, RMT, UCU and URTU) to co-ordinate campaigning activities in Parliament and beyond. The group believes that the public sector works together as a whole – with each arm providing important services to make society function properly and allow people to live in dignity. You can read here the TUCG briefing on the impact of the cuts programme Big Society Savage Cuts briefing
The not so ‘soar away’ Sun apologises to Bob Crow

On 15 September  ‘The Sun’ ran an anti-union article in which it made false and damaging allegations about Bob Crow, suggesting that he had a union-subsidised home and a luxury car. Of course, neither is true, and the Sun has carried an apology, which can be read online at: http://www.thesun.co.uk/sol/homepage/news/3200253/Bob-Crow.html .The newspaper will also pay £5,000 to the RMT widows and Orphans Fund and will pay the union’s legal costs.
Information burst
There is an alternative: The case against cuts in public spending. A pamphlet by the PCS http://www.pcs.org.uk/en/campaigns/campaign-resources/there-is-an-alternative-the-case-against-cuts-in-public-spending.cfm
Business as usual for big company directors.  FTSE-100 bosses see earnings rise 55% - Bonuses up 34%. For more details: http://www.incomesdata.co.uk/news/press-releases/directorspay2010.pdf
Cartoon Cuts

Steve Bell: http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/cartoon/2010/oct/22/steve-bell-spending-review
Have you got news for us? 

Then let us have it by e-mailing: TUSCbulletin@yahoo.co.uk
Send us any local or national news that you think is worth sharing.

To unsubscribe please e-mail: TUSCbulletin@yahoo.co.uk  Write ‘unsubscribe’ in the subject box.
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